By CHRIS GREEN
Rockford Begister Star

ROCEFORD — A salute to
American Indians durinfz the
Opening Ceremonies of the
Winter Olympics will feature
the handiwork of drum maker
Crary Halbach.

Organizers recently bought
four 24-inch ceremonial drums
to be used in the worldwide
televised FC":!J‘-".I'[IL"&- Feb. 8in
Salt Lake Ci

“It's an h-mmr“ Halbach
said, “There will be more than
100 Native Americans partici-
pating in the Opening Cere-
momnies. Some will have their
own drums, some may use
mine."

MNancy Volmer, a spokes-
woman for the Winter Games,
could not say how or when the
deep bass sounding drums
would be used. “They're keep-
ing elements of the Opening
Ceremanies a surprise.”

Halbach leamed that
Olympic organizers sought
original scores and. instru-
ments to honor the country’s
cultures,

Gary Halbach attaches a
“Living Drums" tag to the
four drums he will send to
the Winter Olymipics.

Nearly 3.5 billion people are
expected o une into the Open-
ing Ceremonies, according to
W saltake 2002 cop,

Halbach's Web  site,
wuwwlivingdrums.com, IS
named for his home-based
busingss  in Rockford.
Olympics officials probably
learmed of his craft through his
Web site and word of mouth,
he said.

“A friend of mine pur-

chased a drum in South Dakoo-
ta,” he said. “He apparently
told SORTIEONE with the Olympic
committes,”

Halbach declined to say
how much he charged, but his
drums run 5530 for a 10-inch
hand drum to $700 for a 24-
inch ceremonial drum deco-
rated with a hand-painted
degign. When placed in stands,
the ceremonial drums are
about knee high.

The set of four maple-
framed drumns shipped to Utah
are the samie size, but “no two
drms sound the same,” Hal-
hach said. “Fach hide has a dif-
ferent thickness producing a
different tone.”

The  set sent to . the
Olympics is distinguishable by
one drum: It has zthand-p-amt—
ed wild horse running in a field
around the circumference of
the maple frame.

Halbach, director of Big
Brother Big Sisters of the
YMCA of Rock River Valley,
said he took up drumming in
the late 1980s when he headed
# drug-addiction program at

Rockford artist helps
Olympians keep a beat

Eockford Memorial Haspital.

He organized a retreat to
Santa Fe, M.M., in search of
“epiritual bealing' for the men
in the program. “One of the
requirements of the retreat
was [ had to bring a drum,” he
said. A friend talked him into
making his own drum from a
hollowed tree. Others at the
retreat were impressed with
his craftsmanship and asked
him to make more.

Halbach, who majored in
social work, said the retreat
helped him realize that coun-
seling can be effective without
words. “The natives believe
the drum speaks to all of us,
and connects us to past gener-
ations.™

Halbach returned to New
Mexico to study drum making
with an Objibwe native. Since
that 1957 trip, Halbach and his
wife, Carol, have made 8,000
drums in their three-car
ﬁ;ﬁzmmc—thﬁrﬂ of which has

transform

ed into a heat-
ed workshop.
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